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This report summarizes the public involvement and stakeholder outreach activities conducted by the U.S. Navy (Navy) during the public scoping process (Feb. 1, 2013 – March 17, 2013) for the Land-Water Interface and Service Pier Extension on Naval Base Kitsap Bangor Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). The purpose of these activities was to notify, inform and involve the public, organizations, government agencies, elected officials and federally-recognized tribes in identifying the environmental issues to be addressed in the Draft EIS, and reasonable alternatives to accomplish the purpose of and need for the Navy’s proposed actions. 
The Navy held two open house information sessions, one in Chimacum and one in Poulsbo, Wash., on Feb. 20 and 21, 2013, respectively. Public notification and involvement efforts were conducted in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).
Summary of Activities Conducted During the Scoping Period
A. 
Notification Activities 

The following notifications were developed to inform the public of the Navy’s intent to prepare an EIS to evaluate potential environmental effects associated with the proposed actions and alternatives; the locations, dates and times of the open house information sessions; the project website; and comment submittal information.
Federal Register Notice
On Feb. 1, 2013, the Navy published a Notice of Intent (NOI) in the Federal Register.
Display Advertisements

Three series of display advertisements were published in the Kitsap Sun, Port Townsend and Jefferson County Leader, and Seattle Times. As listed in the table below, the first series of display advertisements ran in concurrence with the NOI publication on Feb. 1, 2013, and ran for three consecutive days, with the exception of the weekly newspaper (the Leader). The second series of advertisements were published five to 10 days prior to the information sessions. The third series of newspaper advertisements were published three consecutive days prior to the information sessions, including the day of the information session, with the exception of the weekly newspaper. 
Newspaper Display Advertisements

	COVERAGE AREA
	NEWSPAPER
	DATES OF ADVERTISEMENT

	Kitsap County, Wash.
	Kitsap Sun
(daily)
	Friday, Feb. 1, 2013
Saturday, Feb. 2, 2013
Sunday, Feb. 3, 2013
Monday, Feb. 11, 2013
Tuesday, Feb. 19, 2013
Wednesday, Feb. 20, 2013
Thursday, Feb. 21, 2013

	Jefferson County, Wash.
	Port Townsend & Jefferson County Leader
(weekly)
	Wednesday, Feb. 6, 2013
Wednesday, Feb. 13, 2013
Wednesday, Feb. 20, 2013

	Seattle, Washington state
	Seattle Times
(daily)
	Friday, Feb. 1, 2013
Saturday, Feb. 2, 2013
Sunday, Feb. 3, 2013
Monday, Feb. 11, 2013
Tuesday, Feb. 19, 2013
Wednesday, Feb. 20, 2013
Thursday, Feb. 21, 2013


News Releases 

Two news releases were distributed by the Naval Base Kitsap Public Affairs Officer to local and regional media outlets. The first news release was distributed on Feb. 1, 2013, and the second news release was distributed on Feb. 11, 2013. 

Public Service Announcement

A public service announcement was distributed on Feb. 12, 2013, to local and regional media.
Postcard Mailers

A postcard mailer was sent out to 369 individuals on the project mailing list on Jan. 31, 2013. 

Stakeholder Notification Letters 
On Jan. 29, 2013, the Navy mailed 28 personalized notification letters to stakeholders including federal, state and local elected officials and government agencies. On Jan. 31, 2013, the Navy mailed 56 notification letters to stakeholders including federal, state and local elected officials and government agencies, nongovernmental organizations and private companies. All stakeholder notification letters included Navy point of contact information to request a briefing or additional information. 
Tribal Notification Letters
On Jan. 30, 2013, the Navy emailed tribal notification letters to the tribal chairpersons of five federally-recognized Native American tribes. The tribal letter included Navy point of contact information for additional information and questions. 
B.
Public Meetings
Two public meetings were conducted in an informal open house format where members of the public could arrive at any time during the three-hour event. There were no formal presentations or oral comment sessions. The information sessions were held at the following locations, dates and times. 
	MEETING LOCATION
	VENUE
	DATE
	TIME

	Chimacum, Wash.
	Chimacum High School Commons
	Feb. 20, 2013
	5 to 8 p.m.

	Poulsbo, Wash. 
	North Kitsap High School Commons
	Feb. 21, 2013
	5 to 8 p.m.


A media availability session was offered via news releases to allow the media to ask questions of Navy representatives prior to the arrival of members of the public. Media representatives could also ask questions of team members and the public during the meetings. 
Staffers at the welcome station greeted guests and encouraged meeting attendees to sign in on sign-in sheets to receive project information and future notifications, and to identify how the meeting attendee heard about the information session. Fact sheet booklets and comment forms were distributed to attendees, along with verbal direction on the organization and flow of the poster stations arranged around the room. The fact sheet booklet included the following topics: 
· Proposed actions and alternatives
· History of Naval Base Kitsap
· The NEPA process and community involvement
· Environmental resources to be analyzed 
Poster stations were set up around the room offering visual displays, fact sheet booklets and comment forms. Poster stations covered the following topics: 
· Welcome and sign-in
· NEPA process and community involvement
· Proposed locations of the Land-Water Interface and Service Pier Extension projects
· Land-Water Interface proposed action
· Land-Water Interface alternatives
· Service Pier Extension proposed action
· Service Pier Extension alternatives
· Environmental Resources
· Naval Base Kitsap Bangor
Navy and contractor subject matter experts staffed each poster station to answer questions and provide project information. 

A comment station, which included tables, chairs, pens, comment forms and a digital voice recorder for oral comments, was also provided to facilitate the submission of public comments. Attendees were encouraged to provide comments for consideration in the development of the Draft EIS. Individuals could submit comments at the meetings, mail them to the address provided or submit them online at www.nbkeis.com/lwi.
Attendance

The information below reflects the number of meeting attendees who chose to sign in at the welcome table. Media attendance reflects the persons who identified themselves as media. In total, 38 people signed in.
· Chimacum, Wash.: Twelve (12) attendees. 

· Federal and local government representation included staff from: 

· U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
· Jefferson County Department of Community Development 
· Nongovernmental organization representation included:

· Port Townsend Peace Movement 
· Navy League of the United States
· Poulsbo, Wash.: Twenty-six (26) attendees. 
· Media:

· Kitsap Sun 
· Elected official representation included staff from:

· Senator Patty Murray’s office 
· Federal and local government representation included staff from: 

· U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
· Central Kitsap School District
· Hood Canal Coordinating Council
· Port Ludlow Village Council
· Nongovernmental organization representation included:

· Ground Zero Center for Nonviolent Action
· Navy League of the United States  
C. 
Summary of Public Comments
This section is intended to illustrate the main issues heard from the public during the information sessions and the general theme of comments submitted during the scoping period; it is not meant to capture all aspects of the comments or to serve as a legal record.
Fifteen (15) written comments were submitted at the information sessions, nine (9) comments were submitted via the project website, and one (1) comment was submitted via email. No written comments were submitted via mail. A total of 25 comments were received during the public comment period from Feb. 1, 2013, through March 17, 2013. 
Concerns Raised During the Scoping Period
Concerns and questions from the public during the information sessions or submitted during the comment period include (not prioritized):

General
· Cumulative impacts
· Impacts on marine traffic
· General support for or opposition to the proposed actions

· Preference for short pier configuration for the Service Pier Extension to minimize impacts

· Informative meeting materials and project staff

· Naval Base Kitsap Bangor is a good neighbor

· Increased threat of an attack due to the presence of three SEAWOLF Class submarines 

· Effect of recent Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START) and resulting reduction in nuclear weapons on purpose of and need for the projects
· Unnecessary spending of taxpayer money
· Alternatives to proposed shoreline abutments for the Land-Water Interface project
Natural Resources
· Impacts proposed actions would have on wildlife, sensitive seabirds and marine habitats and resources
· Effect of proposed mesh/grate structure on salmon migration
· Request to minimize impacts on fish in the Hood Canal
· Impacts on littoral drift (sediment transport)
Land Use 
· Impact of proposed actions on vehicular traffic
· Impact of proposed actions on recreation in Jefferson County
· Impact on nearby residential areas due to noise, light and glare, and visual changes
Tribal Issues

· Impacts on tribal treaty rights
· Impacts on tribal resources, such as fish and shellfish
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